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LINCOLN  AND  HIS  SECRETARIES.  This   fine   engraving  taken   from 

Harper's  Weekly  for  11   June  1884  was    inspired  by   the  photograph 
reproduced  as   the  frontispiece  of   "The  Life  and  Letters  of  John 
Hay."   by  W.R.    Thayer,    a  book  which  no   student  of  Lincoln  should 
neglect.      The  background  of  that  picture  was  added  at   the  sug- 
gestion of  John  G.    Hicolay.      and  the  original    is  owned  by  his 
daughter  Helen  Mcolay,   whose   "Personal    traits   of  Abraham  Lincoln 
gives   intimate  and  reliable  Lincoln  stories.      Mcolay  and  Hay 
were  the  joint  authors   of   the  most   comprehensive  Life  of  Lincoln 
&H4-mee4     and  coeditors   of   the  standard  edition  of  his  works. 
For  a  fine  tribute   to  Lincoln  and  to    them,    see  Harper^s  Weekly 
vol,  VIII,   p. 370 


Use  Harpers  Weekly,   Vel     11   June  1864 
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LINCOLN'S    ANXIETY    fiOfi    A 


SECfiETARY,^ 


Mdwarjf^  Mitchtlf,  in_^cC^rt>t(H!a^t^f. 

When  the  fighting-  began  in  the  Wil- 
-  derness,  in.  May,  1864,  th9  .bloodiesf 
month  of  the  whole  war,  Dana  was  sum- 
moned to  the  war  department  late  one 
night,  when  he  wa»  at  a  party!  fife  hur- 
ried oyer  to  the  department  in  his  event 
ing  dress.  The'  president  was  there, 
talking  very  soberly  with  StantoP- 

"Dana,"  said  Mr.  Lincoln,  "yon  know 
We  nave  been  in  the  dark  for  two  days 
since  Grant  moved.  We  are  very  much 
troubled,  and  have  concluded  to  send 
you   down'  there.     How    soon   can  yon 

•tart?"  \Y\M    ' 

iTJjo  half  an  hour,"  replied  Dana,  ~ 
In  about  that  time  he  bad  an  engine 
fired  up  at  Alexandria,  a  cavalry  escorli 
awaiting  him  there,  and  with  his  own 
horse  was  aboard  the  train  at  Maryland 
avenue  that  was  to  take  him  to  Alexan- 
dria. .His  only  baggage'  was,  M  tooth- 
brush, lie  was  just  starting  when  an 
orderly  galloped  with  word  that  th& 
president  wished  to  see  him.  Dana  rode, 
back  to  the  department  in  hot  haste. 
Mr.  Lincoln  was  sitting  in  the  same 
place.  ■     ■ 

,  »'Well,  Dan»-"  said  he,  looking  up, 
♦'^inqe  you  went  away,  I've  been  think- 
ing about  it,  I  don't  like  to  send  you 
down!  there." 

"Why  not,  Mr.  President?"  asked  Da- 
na, a  little  surprised.  \' 
I     "f»You<an't  tell,"  continued  the  .presi- 
dent, "just  where  Lee  is  and  what  be  is' 
doing-;    and    Jeb    Stuart    ia    rampaging  j 
around  pretty    lively    in    between    tb»  ' 
Rappahannock  and  the  Rapidau,      It's  a 
considerable  risk,  and  I  don't  like  to  ex- 
pose you.  to  it." 1  ,    -  L.j__.ti«    tta ..  Li 

j  "Mr.  President."  *»id  Dana,  "I  have  a 
cavalry  guard  ready  and  a  good  horse 
myself.  If  it  comes  to  the  worst  we  are 
equipped  to  run.  It's  getting'  late,  and 
I  want  to  get  down  to  the  Rappahannock 
by  daylight.  I  think  I'll  start."  ;-  '' 
n  "Well  now  Dana,"  said  the  president,: 
With  a  little  twinkle  in  his  eyes,  ")f  yon 
feel  that  way,  1  rather  wish  vou  would. 
Good  night,  and  God  bless  you,"    ;\^Li 
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Lincoln  Press  Agent  in  Poverty 
After  Spending  Fortune  to  Aid 
Country,  Story  of  Historian 

9      L  ^*^\*S  Associated  Press 


CHICAGO,  Aug.  17. — Abraham 
Lincoln  had  a  press  agent.  He  was 
Robert  J.  Walker,  whose  ingenuity 
brought  millions  in  financial  aid  to 
i  he  federal  government  in  loans 
from  Europe  in  1863,  when  the 
Civil  war  was  at  its  crisis. 

Once  he  got  in  a  .balloon  and 
rode  across  England,  the  first  man 
lo  do  so,  scattering  propaganda. 
Another  time  he  rode  through  Lon- 
don behind  six  milk  white  horses 
in  an  equipage  more  glorious  than 
that  of  the  Australian  ambassador, 
to  show  the  "British  that  the  "rail- 
splitter"  had  money. 

Walker    waf  described    by    Prof. 


W.  E.  Dodd,  university  of  Chicago 
historian,  in  the  last  of  a  series  of 
lectures  on  "Little  Men  of  Great  In- 
fluence in   American  History." 

The  president's  press  agent  was 
sent  to  London  to  put  a  stop  to 
confederate  loans  and  to  borrow 
as  much  as  he  could  to  sustain  the 
credit  of  the  federal  government, 
said  Prof.  Dodd.  He  took  his  own 
check  book  with  him.  He  spent  a 
great,  if  not  the  greater  part  of  his 
fortune,  to  sup-port  the  wealth  and 
dignity  of  the  United  States. 

Walker  never  was  reimbursed  for 
his  personal  losses  and  died  in  pov- 
erty, obscure. 


Abe  Lincoln  Hired  Press  Agent 
As  Good  As  Any  Movie  Queen's 


Chicago.  111.,  Aug.  15  (A.  P.).— 
:  Abraham  Lincoln  had  a  press  agent. 
j  He  was  Robert  J.  Walker,  whose 
j  ingenuity  brought  millions  in  finan- 
j  clal  aid  to  the  federal  government 
i  in  loans  from  Europe  in  1863,  when 
j  the   Civil  war   was   at  its   crisis. 

Once  he  got  into  a  balloon  and 
rode  across  England,  the  first  man 
to  do  so,  scattering  propaganda.  An- 
other time  he  rode  through  London 
behind  six  milk  white  horses  in  an 
equipage  more  glorious  than  that  of 
the  Austrian  ambassador  to  show  the 
British  that  the  "rail  splitter"  had 
money. 

Walker  was  so  described  by  Pro- 
fessor W.   E.   Dodd,     University     of 

Chicago  historian,  in  the  last  series 
of  lectures  "Little  Men  of  Great  Im- 
portance in  American  History." 

The  President's  press  agent  was 
sent  to  London  to  put  a  stop  to  Con- 
federate loans  and  to  borrow  as 
much  as  he  could  to  sustain  the  cred- 
it of  the  Federal  government,  said 
Professor  Dodd. 

"He  took  his  own  check  book  with 
him.  He  spent  a  great,  if  not  the 
greater  part  of  his  fortune,  to  sup- 
port the  wealth  and  dignity  of  the 
United    States. 

"His  ride  in  the  balloon  was  a  sen- 
sation. The  propaganda  he  scattered 
was  in  the  form  of  a  pamphlet  like 
Wilson's  fourteen  points  dropped  in 
the   World   war   behind   the   German 


lines.         Only     Walker's     pamphlets 
proved  to  Great  Britain's  satisfaction 
that  Jefferson  Davis  had  repudiated1 
ten  millions  of  Mississippi's  debts  in! 
1840. 

"It  was  a  stroke  of  genius.  Within 
a  month  the  credit  of  the  confederacy 
fell  from  a  par  to  nil.  The  Southern- 
ers were  frantic.  The  London  Times 
hitherto  friendly  to  the  South,  opened 
its  columns  to  Walker. 

"But  that  was  not  all.  Walker  be- 
gan to  bor.row  for  Lincoln.  Lincoln 
was  in  sore  need.  Walker  went  to 
Holland,  where  he  borrowed  more  for 
Lincoln,  but  it  was  at  Frankfort, 
Germany,  that  Walker  performed 
miracles.  There  he  induced  Jewish 
bankers    to   lend    the    United    States 

,  ?250.000,000.  It  was  as  great  a  stroke 
as  winning  the  battle  of  Gettysburg. 

j  Lincoln'  was   saved   in    Europe." 

After  he  returned  to  America,  Pro- 

I  fessor    Dodd   showed,      Walker      was 

j  uever  offered  a  Job  and  he  never  even 

(approached  adultation  in  Washington. 

|  He  was  not  reimbursed  and  he  and 
his    wife,   the   granddaughter   of    Ben- 

;jamin  Franklin,  were  reduced  to 
poverty.     He  began  to  lobby  congress 

'  and  received  money  for  the  Russian 
minister  to  bribe  members  of  con- 
gress to  vote  for  the  purchase  of 
Alaska.  He  attempted  a  bribe  or  two. 
failed  and  then  testified  to  his  own 
hurnihtation  and  >hame.  He  died 
and  was  buried  unmarked     and    ob- 

,  scura. 
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LINCOLN  SECRETARY  DEAD 

rAged  Poet  and  Author  Dies  at  Home  in  Pasadena; 
i  Funeral  Saturday  Afternoon 

JAN  1C  1fi28 

PASADENA,  Jan.  12. — Robert  Safford  Ewing,  painter.  Civil  War  veteran 
and  at  one  uime  one  of  President  Lincoln's  secretaries,  died  today  at  his 
Pusaciena  home,  830  North  Fair  Oa,ks  avenue.  Death  was  caused  by  heart 
disease.  He  was  86  years  of  age  and  had  lived  in  Southern  California  since 
1886.  «fer  he  was  sent  nortli  in  an  exchange 

Mr.    Ewing    was    formerly    a    close  I  °*   prisoners,   he  was  made   a !  secre- 


friend  of  the  poet  Longfellow,  and 
among  the  subjects  for  his  portraits, 
some  from  life  and  others  from  pho- 
tographs, were  Presidents  Lincoln. 
Grant,  Hayes  and  Garfield,  Richard 
Wagner,  the  composer;  Ralph  Waldo 
Emerson,  Longfellow  and  title  rela- 
tives of  Queen  Victoria.  Most  ol  these 
portraits  were  miniatures. 

During  his  service  with  the  Union 


tary  to  President  Lincoln. 

After  the  Civil  War,  he  devoted  his 
talents  to  painting  and  writing,  hav- 
ing studied  in  Washington,  Chicago 
and  later  in  Los  Angeles. 

Funeral    services    will    be    held    at 
his    residence,    whei-e    he    had    lived  j 
since    1904,    on    Saturday    afternoon.  I 
The  local  post  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  will  be  In  charge.     He 
leaves   his   wife,   Mrs.   Phoebe  Ewing, 


Army  In   the   Civil   War,   Ewing  was  |  and  a  eon,  Ernest  L.  Ewing  of  Grand 
captured  by  the  Texas-  Bangers;-   Art-    Rapids,-  Mich,- 
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LINCOLN'S   THREE   SECRETARIES 


Lincoln's  secretarial  force  for  the 
greater  part  of  his  administration  con- 
sisted of  three  men :  John  G.  Nicolay, 
John  Hay  and  W.  0.  Stoddard.  The 
names  of  Nicolay  and  Hay  are  more 
often  associated  by  Lincoln  book  col- 
lectors than  any  other  names  in  Lin- 
coln history,  while  the  name  of  Stod- 
dard is  too  little  known,  considering 
the  important  place  he  occupied  in  the 
routine  of  the  White  House. 

Among  all  the  writings  relating  to 
Lincoln's  activities  during  the  presi- 
dential years,  none  should  be  given 
more  careful  consideration  than  the 
many  volumes  published  by  these  three 
secretaries  of  the  President.  The  fact 
that  for  some  time  they  lived  day  and 
night  under  the  same  roof  with  Mr. 
Lincoln,  should  have  put  them  in  a 
position  to  speak  with  authority  on 
some  questions  where  others  have 
merely  speculated. 


All  three  secretaries  were  contempo- 
raries with  Lincoln  in  the  Illinois  coun- 
try and  known  to  him.  before  his  eleva- 
tion to  the  Presidency.  The  executive 
as  well  as  the  domestic  quarters  at  the 
White  House  were  predominately  in- 
fluenced by  an  Illinois  atmosphere. 

John  G.  Nicolay 

Strictly  speaking,  John  G.  Nicolay, 
was  the  only  private  secretary  of  the 
President  for  whom  a  salary  appro- 
priation was  available.  He  was  born 
in  Bavaria  and  was  twenty-nine  years 
old  at  the  time  of  Lincoln's  inaugura- 
tion. His  service  to  Mr.  Lincoln,  how- 
ever, began  back  at  Springfield,  shortly 
after  the  Chicago  Convention  of  1860. 

Nicolay  had  come  to  America  when 
but  six  years  of  age  and  settled  with 
his  father  in  Cincinnati.  At  sixteen 
he  entered  the  office  of  the  Pike  County 
Press  and  within  five  years  was  the 
proprietor  and  editor  of  the  paper.  He 
secured  a  position  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  at  Springfield,  Illi- 
nois in  1857  and  was  working  there 
when  Abraham  Lincoln  was  nominated 
for  the  Presidency.  When  Lincoln  se- 
cured the  Governor's  room  in  the  State- 
house,  for  his  campaign  headquarters, 
he  came  in  close  contact  with  Nicolay 
who  was  soon  engaged  to  take  care  of 
his  secretarial  work. 

Nicolay  was  very  dependable  and  as 
downright  honest  as  Lincoln  himself. 
Stoddard  had  occasion  to  refer  to  Nico- 
lay in  the  following  terms:  "People 
who  do  not  like  him — because  they  can- 
not use  him — say  he  is  sour  and  crusty. 
The  President  showed  his  judgment  of 
men  when   he  put   Mr.   Nicolay  just 


where  he  is,  with  a  kind  —  and 
amount  —  of  authority  which  it  is  not 
easy  to  describe." 

Nicolay  collaborated  with  Hay  in  the 
best  known  publications  bearing  his 
name:  "A  History  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln," 10  volumes,  1890.  Following  this 
came  the  "Complete  Works  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,"  2  volumes,  1894.  The 
two-volume  work  appeared  in  a  re- 
vised 12  volume  "Gettysburg  Edition" 
in  1905  and  more  recently  in  the  "Lin- 
coln Memorial  University  Edition"  in 
12  volumes. 

A  little  known  brochure  "Abraham 
Lincoln,"  1882,  a  reprint  "Lincoln's 
Gettysburg  Address,"  1894,  and  "A 
Short  Life  of  Abraham  Lincoln,"  1902, 
were  all  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Nicolay 
personally.  His  daughter  is  the  au- 
thor of  "The  Boy's  Life  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,"  1906  and  "Personal  Traits  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,"  1912. 

John  Hay 

The  youngest  of  Lincoln's  three  sec- 
retaries, John  Hay,  became  the  most 
famous  of  the  trio.  He  was  born  in 
Salem,  Indiana,  October  8, 1838.  After 
graduating  from  Brown  University  in 
1858,  he  removed  to  Springfield,  Illi- 
nois, where  he  studied  law  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  practice  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Illinois  in  1861. 

John  Hay  received  his  preliminary 
training  in  the  law  office  of  Milton 
Hay,  who  was  associated  with  Stephen 
Logan,  a  former  partner  of  Lincoln's. 
The  Logan  and  Hay  offices  occupied 
rooms  adjacent  to  those  of  Lincoln  and 
Herndon,  so  young  Hay  often  came  in 
contact  with  Abraham  Lincoln  in  the 
months  preceding  Lincoln's  nomina- 
tion for  the  Presidency. 

One  of  John  Hay's  close  friends  in 
Springfield  was  John  G.  Nicolay  and 
when  Mr.  Lincoln's  correspondence  be- 
came so  voluminous  that  some  assist- 
ance was  needed,  Hay  often  helped  him 
out.  It  is  likely  that  Hay  gradually 
made  himself  indispensable  to  Lin- 
coln in  very  much  the  same  way  Nico- 
lay had  done.  John  Hay  accompanied 
Lincoln  to  Washington  in  1861.  Tech- 
nically he  was  never  a  secretary  to  the 
President.  Although  he  served  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  for  more  than  three 
years,  he  was  listed  as  a  clerk  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Pension  Office, 
assigned  to  special  clerical  work  at  the 
White  House. 

William  Osbom  Stoddard 

The  assistant  secretary  of  Mr.  Lin- 
coln, as  he  was  sometimes  called,  was 


W.  O.  Stoddard.  He  was  born  in 
Homer,  Court  County,  New  York,  Sep- 
tember 24, 1835.  Stoddard  was  the  son 
of  a  bookseller  and  publisher.  He  grad- 
uated from  the  University  of  Roches- 
ter in  1858  and  soon  moved  to  Illinois 
where  he  became  editor  of  the  Central 
Illinois  Gazette  at  Champaign. 

Although  Stoddard's  paper  was  not 
the  first  to  mention  Lincoln  as  presi- 
dential timber,  it  was  his  editorial 
written  for  the  May  4,  1859  edition  of 
his  paper  that  did  more  than  any  other 
single  writing,  to  call  to  the  attention 
of  the  people  Lincoln's  availability  as 
a  candidate.  Stoddard  had  a  very  large 
current  exchange  list  for  his  paper  but 
added  two  hundred  more  publications 
to  his  list,  for  this  special  edition  con- 
taining the  Lincoln  editorial.  A  large 
majority  of  the  papers  copied  the  Stod- 
dard editorial  in  full,  which  put  Lin- 
coln in  the  list  of  prospective  candi- 
dates. 

After  Mr.  Lincoln's  election,  Stod- 
dard, along  with  hundreds  of  other 
citizens  from  nearby  cities  went  to 
Springfield  to  congratulate  the  Presi- 
dent-Elect upon  his  success.  Mr.  Lin- 
coln asked  Stoddard  if  he  would  accept 
a  clerkship  in  Washington,  and  Stod- 
dard replied  that  if  he  could  be  asso- 
ciated with  Mr.  Lincoln's  own  depart- 
ment he  would  accept  it.  Thus  Stod- 
dard was  appointed  as  Secretary  to 
sign  Land  Patents.  His  office  was 
moved  to  the  White  House  and  soon 
he  was  assigned  to  special  duties  which 
caused  him  to  be  known  as  one  of  Mr. 
Lincoln's  confidential  secretaries.  His 
chief  task  was  to  open  and  classify 
President  Lincoln's  voluminous  corres- 
pondence. 

In  1869,  Mr.  Stoddard  brought  out 
his  first  book  and  became  a  well  known 
writer  of  juvenile  stories.  Among  the 
more  than  100  titles  credited  to  his 
pen  are  the  following  Lincoln  publica- 
tions : 

"Abraham  Lincoln,  The  True  Story 
of  a  Great  Life,"  1884;  "The  Lives  of 
the  Presidents,  Abraham  Lincoln  and 
Andrew  Johnson,"  1888;  "Inside  The 
White  House  in  War  Times,"  1890; 
"The  Table  Talk  of  Abraham  Lincoln," 
1894;  "Abraham  Lincoln,  The  True 
Story  of  A  Great  Life,"  Revised  Edi- 
tion, 1896;  "Lincoln  At  Work,"  1900; 
"The  Boy  Lincoln,"  1905. 


F.  E  .  BRIGHTMAN 

ATTORNEY  AT    LAW 

IIO  SOUTH   DEARBORN  STREET 
CHICAGO 


TELEPHONE    RAND.   3895 


February  17,  1941 


Lincoln  Life  Insurance  Company 
Port  Wayne,  Indiana 

Gentlemen: 

Thirty-four  years  ago,  when  I  was  practicing  law  in  Seattle, 
William  Howard  Taft,  then  Secretary  of  War,  was  a  guest  of  the 
City  on  his  way  to  the  Philippine  Islands.   A  public  parade  and 
demonstration  was  made  in  honor  of  Mr.  Taft.   In  this  parade  he 
rode  in  my  car.   I  sat  in  the  window  of  my  law  office,  facing 
Pioneer  Square,  to  watch  the  parade.   Just  before  Mr.  Taft  passed 
my  window  in  the  parade  a  client  came  in  and  sat  with  me  at  the 
window.   Seeing  Mr.  Taft  make  a  friendly  demonstration  to  me  as 
he  went  by  the  window  my  client  and  friend  remarked  that  he  too 
once  knew  a  great  man. 

He  then  proceeded  to  tell  me  that  he  was  born  in  Virginia; 
that  when  about  sixteen  years  old,  about  the  time  of  the  beginning 
of  the  Civil  War,  he  was  appointed  as  a  messenger  boy  to  President 
Lincoln  in  the  White  House;  that  he  was  really  there  as  a  spy  to 
get  and  pass  information  which  he  might  obtain  by  this  close  asso- 
ciation with  Mr.  Lincoln  on  to  the  Confederacy  for  use  in  waging 
the  War  of  the  Rebellion. 

He  told  me  at  great  length  of  his  experiences  with  Mr. 
Lincoln  over  quite  a  period  of  time.   Knowing,  as  I  do,  that  your 
company  makes  something  of  a  point  of  Lincoln  data,  I  am  wonder- 
ing what  information  you  might  have  that  would  throw  some  light 
on  the  claim  of  my  friend  and  client.   He  is  lonn;  since  dead. 
I  have  said  very  little  about  his  statements  to  me,  not  wishing 
to  cause  any  annoyance  to  members  of  his  family, 

I  should  be  pleased  to  hear  what  you  might  have  to  say  about 
this  incident. 

Yours  truly, 


r     «*-4"*» 


February  19,  19*H 


Mr*  F.  E.  Srlghtraan 
110  s.  Dearborn  Street 
Chicago,  Illinois 

I>ear  Mr.  Brlgfctmam 

I  bare  your  letter  of  February  17  to  The  Lincoln  Rational 
Life  Insurance  Company  vhich  has  been  forwarded  on  to  this  department. 

Tour  letter  Is  indeed  interesting  but  I  an  sorry  to  say 
that  I  am  unable  to  help  you  in  your  request  for  information  about 
your  client  unless  you  can  give  me  his  name*    If  you  vould  care  to 
do  this  I  vould  be  very  happy  to  try  and  locate  some  Information 
about  him  sad  Ms  activity. 

Tours  very  truly* 


mctm 

M*  A. Cook 


Librarian 
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Lincoln  Had  Fourth  White  House  Secretary/ 
Two  Letters  Shown  by  a  Collector  Indicate 


SPRINGFIELD,  111.,  Jan.  8  GB— 
A-  historian  reported  evidence  to- 
day that  Abraham  Lincoln  had  at 
least  four  White  House  secretaries. 
This  would  be  one  more  than  pre- 
viously established.  Jay  Monaghan, 
Illinois  State  Historian  and  Lin- 
coln authority,  named  the  fourth 
man  as  Gustave  h.  Matile. 

Two  brief  letters  Matile  wrote 
from  the  Executive  mansion  at 
Washington  in  1864  were  brought 
to  Mr.  Monaghan  by  a  Springfield 
collector.  They  gave  few  personal 
details. 

"Matile's  existence  may  turn  out 
to  be  mainly  an  antiquarian  inter- 
est," Mr.  Monaghan  said,  "but  I'd 
like  to  find  out  more  about  him, 
where  he  came  from  and  how  Lin- 
coln happened  to  hire  him. 

Both  letters  were  addressed  to 
S.  N.  Holmes,  secretary  of  the 
Onondaga    Historical    Association, 


Syracuse,  N.  Y.  One  accompanied 
a  Lincoln  autograph  that  Holmes 
sought.  The  other  revealed  Matile 
as  an  attorney  who  was  concerned 
that  his  absence  from  his  practice 
would  make  him  rusty  at  law. 

In  his  letter,  Matile  referred  to 
two  of  the  three  Presidential  secre- 
taries widely  known  to  scholars, 
John  Hay  -and  John  G.  Nicolay. 
The  third,  not  mentioned,  was  W. 
O.  Stoddard. 

Mr.  Monaghan  said  Matile's  re- 
mark that  Hay  was  with  the  Army 
in  Florida  and  that  Nicolay  was 
"up  North"  tallied  with  confirmed 
historical  knowledge  that  both 
were  away  from  Washington  that 
summer. 

The  two  letters  are  in  possession 
of  William  A.  Steiger  of  Spring- 
field, who  brought  them  to  Mr. 
Monaghan  for  an  opinion  on  a 
fingerprint  he  believed  was  Lin- 
coln's. 


Three-Car  Collision  Laid 
To  Bubble  Gum  Blower 


By  The  United  Press. 

ANAHEIM,  Calif.,  Jan.  8— 
Bubble  gum  was  blamed  today 
for  a  three-car  crash. 

As   Quincy   Elm        "«  son 

was  d'**" ! 


the  five  performances.  Producers 
came,  including  Paul  Moss,  man- 
aging director  of  the  City  Center, 
and  several  of  the  actors  and 
actresses  obtained  stage  and  tele- 
vision jobs.  Equity  was  surprised 
and  is  now  preparing  to  put  on 
"Pal  Joey." 

The  dramatic  production  was  en- 
thusiastically received  and  dozens 
n"  w*ir,<j  rojired  into  Mr.  Klot.  The 
■>  •■    tv   T»~»it>cr  Lein 
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Lincoln  Did  NOT  Have  a 
Secretary  Named  Kennedy 


®    1998-1999   Michael   A.    Day.    All    Rights   Reserved 
Last   Update:    990408. 


Although  many  parallels  have  been  noted  between  the  deaths  and  lives  of  Presidents  Lincoln 
and  Kennedy,  one  of  the  most  frequently  noted  is  that  Lincoln  had  a  secretary  named 
Kennedy  and  Kennedy  had  a  secretary  named  Lincoln.  It  is  often  further  asserted  that  each 
president's  secretary  advised  him  not  to  go  to  the  place  he  was  assassinated. 

Lincoln  had  two  secretaries,  John  J.  Nicolay  and  John  M.  Hay.  They  are  pictured  in  the  book 
Dear  Mr.  Lincoln,  Letters  to  the  President,  by  Harold  Holzer  on  page  ii.  There  is  no  mention 
that  I  have  found  that  either  of  these  secretaries  was  concerned  about  Mr.  Lincoln's  safety. 

I  think  I  have  tracked  down  the  source  of  this  error,  which  has  been  widely  quoted, 
apparently  since  1964.  Author  Jim  Bishop  researched  a  book  in  the  fall  of  1963  called  A 
Day  in  the  Life  of  President  Kennedy.  It  was  published  in  early  1964.  At  the  end  of  the 
paperback  edition  of  the  book  he  listed  several  parallels  between  the  lives  and  deaths  of 
Presidents  Lincoln  and  Kennedy.  In  particular,  he  noted  that: 


"  ...  When  he  became  president,  in  1861,  one  "...  When  he  became  president  in  1961,  one 

of  the  persons  most  worried  about  his  safety  of  the  persons  most  worried  about  his 

was  John  Kennedy,  Superintendent  of  Police  safety  was  Evelyn  Lincoln,  his  personal 

in  New  York."  secretary." 


While  these  statements  may  be  factually  correct,  as  early  as  July  21,  1964  (according  to  a 
document  in  my  possession),  a  leaflet  published  by  Abingdon  Church  in  Glouscester, 
Virginia,  reported  that: 


"  ...  Lincoln's  secretary,  Kennedy  by  name,  advised  him  not  to  go  to  the  theater.  Kennedy's 
secretary,  Lincoln  by  name,  advised  him  not  to  go  to  Dallas. ...  " 

This  error  has  survived  more  than  30  years!  For  example,  the  Tucker  [Georgia]  Times 
published  a  blurb  in  March  1997,  under  the  title  "The  Kennedy-Lincoln  Coincidence"  which 
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also  claimed: 

"  ...  Kennedy's  secretary  was  named  Lincoln.  Lincoln's  secretary  was  named  Kennedy.  Both 
secretaries  advised  their  presidents  not  to  go  to  the  places  where  they  were  assassinated. ...  " 

A  while  back,  a  list  of  "Kennedy-Lincoln  Parallels"  also  made  the  rounds  on  the  Internet  via 
e-mail.  This  list  included  the  same  error  and  was  made  part  of  several  web  sites  and  so  the 
mistake  continues  to  be  propagated.  However,  do  not  be  fooled, 

Lincoln  Did  NOT  Have  a  Secretary  Named 
Kennedy 

Michael  A.  Day 

If  you  are  interested  in  United  States  Presidents,  I  invite  you  to  visit 
my  TriviaOne  web  site. 


Sources: 

[DLPK]  A  Day  in  the  Life  of  President  Kennedy,  Jim  Bishop,  1964 
[DML]  Dear  Mr.  Lincoln,  Letters  to  the  President,  Harold  Holzer,  1993 
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